
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

 
 

                                

              Overview & Tips 
 

 

As a community leader in your afterschool program, you are in a unique position to be 

an impactful teacher and mentor for your students. As you know, students look to you 

for social connection, emotional support, academic guidance, and encouragement. 
 

To support your work, America SCORES created Poetry Journals that are designed to 

inspire and empower youth. These Poetry Journals help students think, draw, and write in 

new and unusual ways, providing a creative opportunity for exploration and expression. 
 

SCORES Poetry Journals can help your students: 

 Understand and engage in the writing process: visualizing/brainstorming, 

drafting, revision/editing, and creating a final draft. 

 Explore and develop their identity. 

 Write about topics that are important to them and relevant to their lives. 

 Express their feelings and opinions in writing. 

 Write using descriptive and poetic language. 

 Approach writing with increased enthusiasm and interest. 
 

Suggestions for leading a literacy-based enrichment class using the Poetry Journals: 

1. Do a Restorative Circle or Community Circle to build trust and connection. 

2. Read some poems out loud and have students read along in their journal. 

3. Encourage students to read one line (or a whole poem) out loud to the class,     

in small groups, or with a partner. 

4. When students are doing the “finish the sentences below” page, they can look 

at the example poems for ideas (especially the poem with the underlined text). 

5. When students are writing their final draft, refer to the My Poetry Toolbox page. 

6. Ask guiding questions like: What is another way to say this? Tell me more about 

that! Add more details! Use your 5 senses! What color was it? What did it feel like? 

Can you add a rhyme here? Or any other questions you can think of. 

7. Create a safe space and encourage students to share their poems with the class. 
 

Thank you so much for your time and energy as you dive in to this poetry journey with 

your class. We hope it is a valuable experience for both you and your students! 


